
Lessard-Sams Outdoor Heritage Council 

Agenda Item Memo 

 

DATE   November 13, 2012 

SUBJECT:  FA-04, Preventing Forest Fragmentation and Protecting and Restoring Lake and 
Stream Habitat in the St. Louis Watershed 

Background 

• In a letter dated Sept. 28, 2012, Fond du Lac chair Karen Diver discusses the evaluation 
framework for proposals before the Council, how the Fond du Lac proposal met the stated 
criteria, and raises a question about whether the council followed its evaluation criteria.  The 
letter also requests that the Council reconsider funding the project if the November projections 
exceed the anticipated $92 million in receipts. 

• Chair Hartwell meets with Chair Diver on Oct. 12, 2012 to discuss Fond du Lac’s proposal and 
concerns regarding the Council’s process and decision making.  

• On October 16, 2012 Chair Hartwell receives a letter from Fond du Lac Chair Diver, reaffirming 
the Band’s right of self-regulation over harvest activities.  A copy is in the meeting packet. 

• In summation Chair Diver asks the Council to adopt the notion that Indian self-government not 
be a criteria for evaluation of future requests and that the Council consider recommending 
funding FA-04 at the December 11, 2012 meeting if the November forecast increases available 
funds. 

Discussion 

The purpose of this discussion is to hear from Chair Hartwell about his meeting with Chair Diver and 
discuss any possible next steps. 

Suggested motion 

Motion to include a criteria stating that Indian self-governing harvest regulations shall not be considered 
when assessing programs requesting outdoor heritage funds in the FY 15 Call for Funding Requests to be 
approved at the January 8, 2013 meeting.    

 

Suggested Procedure 

Place a motion before the Council.  Members question staff as needed.  Members offer and vote on any 
amendments.  Council votes on motion as amended. 
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From: David Hartwell [ :Hartwell@bellcomb. ]  
Sent: Wednesday, October 03, 2012 12:58 PM 
To: Jim Cox ( @mwthermo. ); Wayne Enger ( @hotmail. ); Jane Kingston ( @mchsi. ); Ryan Bronson 
( .bronson@atk. ); Denny McNamara ( .Denny.McNamara@house.); Bill Ingebrightsen ( @senate.); Leon 
Lillie ( .leon.lillie@house.); Tom Saxhaug ( @senate.); Les Bensch ( @prtel. ); Ron Schara ( @comcast. ); 
Scott Rall ( @knology. ) 
Cc: Bill Becker; Heather Koop 
Subject: RE: Fond du Lac follow up letter - please substitute this for the email I just sent. 
 
Council Members: 
 
I am distributing the attached letter addressed to the council from Karen Diver, Chair of the Fond du Lac 
Band of Chippewa Indians.  The letter discusses the evaluation framework for proposals before the 
council, how the Fond du Lac proposal met the stated criteria, and raises a question about whether the 
council followed its evaluation criteria.  The letter also requests that the council reconsider funding the 
project if the November projections exceed the anticipated $92 million. Their position poses a serious 
problem which needs to be addressed.   Some of you may have strong feelings on this subject; 
nevertheless, I ask that you comment neither publically nor privately on this matter.  Remember, we are 
under the Open Meeting Law and this is official business before the Council.  
 
I am attempting to meet with Tribal Chair Diver to discuss their position and represent the Council on 
this matter until we meet as a group.  I clearly am unable to explain anyone’s motive for voting to fund 
or not fund their request, except my own.  I will report on my discussions at the appropriate time in the 
appropriate manner. 
 
Questions in the interim may be addressed to LSOHC staff. Thank you.  
 
 
David Hartwell 
Bellcomb, Inc. 
5001 Boone Avenue North 
Minneapolis, MN  55428 
763-201-6556 
@bellcomb.com  

To learn more about Bellcomb's products please visit .bellcomb.  
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From: Bill Becker
Subject: Sent on Behalf of David Hartwell re: Meeting With Fond du Lac Band - Report
Date: Friday, October 12, 2012 4:12:47 PM
Attachments: image002.png

Members:
 
On Friday October 12, 2012 I met with the Fond du Lac Band to discuss their request for funding FA
04, Preventing Forest Fragmentation and Protecting and Restoring Lake and Stream Habitat in the
St. Louis River Watershed and their concerns related to that request.  In attendance were Chair
Karen Diver and three of her staff:  Dennis Peterson, tribal attorney; Reginald DeFoe, Director of
Natural Resources Management; and Thomas Howes, Natural Resources Manager.
 
The conversation was cordial.  I agreed that the Council will allocate some time on the November
13, 2012 agenda to discuss their September 28, 2012 letter to Council members and funding
requests by the Fond du Lac Band as well as federally recognized Bands in general.
 
As this is communication to all Council members on business that may come before the Council, it
is subject to Minnesota’s Open Meeting Law and will be posted on the LSOHC website shortly after
it is sent to you. 
 
David
 
David Hartwell
Bellcomb, Inc.
5001 Boone Avenue North
Minneapolis, MN 55428
763-201-6556
@bellcomb.com
 

 
Bill Becker
Executive Director
Lessard-Sams Outdoor Heritage Council
Room G95
State Office Building
100 Dr. Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.
Saint Paul, Minnesota 55155
 
Office phone:  651.296.6397
Cell phone:  612.590.5273
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